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The General Theological Seminary of the Protestant Episcopal Church at 
New York City has called the Rev. Provost Body, who has been for twelve 
years at the head of Trinity College, Toronto, to its Professorship of Old 
Testament Literature and Exegesis. The appointment has been accepted. 

The chair of Biblical Theology at Hartford Theological Seminary is 
to be occupied by President C. D. Hartranft, D.D. This arrangement was 
announced at the sixtieth anniversary meeting of the Seminary held in June,, 
and President Hartranft presented for the occasion an address treating of the 
Influence of Biblical Theology upon Theological Science. 

It is not often that American contributions to biblical discussion are 
thought to be sufficiently original and important to justify their translation 
into German for circulation in that country. The present exception is Pro- 
fessor William Henry Green's Hebrew Feasts. The translation is by Rev. 
Otto Becher, of Elmira, N. Y., and the publisher is Berthelsmann, Gutersloh. 

The British Museum authorities have issued a descriptive List of the 
Hebrew and Samaritan Manuscripts belonging to that library. A detailed 
catalogue of them is being prepared by the Rev. G. Margoliouth. As it will 
necessarily take many years to complete this catalogue, it was thought best to 
issue at once the short list for the use of those making researches in this depart- 
ment. To this list are appended minute indexes of authors and titles fur- 
nished by Mr. Margoliouth. 

There is soon to be published a History of Egypt, from Earliest Times 
to the Hyksos, being the first installment of a history of Egypt in six volumes. 
The author is Professor Flinders Petrie, whose name is a guarantee that the 
work will be of first-class workmanship and value. The history is intended 
both for students and for general reading and reference. The same writer 
announces that he will prepare a series of Egyptian Folk-tales, the first volume 
to appear during the summer. 

Work has already begun at Jerusalem under the firman recently granted 
by the Sultan for two years of excavating in that city. It has been decided 
to begin the excavations on Zion and proceed toward Ophel, with a view to 
exploring the whole tract lying between the south wall of the city and the 
valleys of Hinnom and Jehoshaphat. This will uncover what remains of 
structures erected in the days of David and Solomon, and may show much 
older ruins. Mr. F. J. Bliss has the explorations in charge. 
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One of the themes to be discussed by the American Institute of Christian 
Philosophy, at its summer meeting to be held at Chautauqua, N.Y., July 
5-12, is the Incarnation. Three papers upon different phases of the subject 
will be presented : (i) The Incarnation Philosophically Considered, by Rev. 
Lewis Lampman, D.D., Newark, N. J. (2) The Incarnation Biblically Con- 
sidered, by Professor G. T. Purves, D.D., Princeton Theological Seminary. 
(3) The Incarnation Historically Considered, by President C. D. Hartranft, 
D.D., Hartford Theological Seminary. 

All departments of linguistic study, the Bible not excepted, felt the 
influence of the late Professor William Dwight Whitney, who died June 7th, 
at New Haven, Conn. He was sixty-seven years of age, and had been for 
nearly forty years the incumbent of the chair of Sanskrit and Comparative 
Philology at Yale University. He was the founder and builder of philological 
studies in America. As an Oriental scholar he made many important con- 
tributions to knowledge. Perhaps his most general and practical work was 
done in the matter of dictionary-making, having assisted in the 1864 edition 
of Webster's Dictionary, and being editor-in-chief of the magnificent Century 
Dictionary recently published. 

Probably the learned Hebrew rabbi, Dr. Alexander Kohut, who died a 
few weeks ago in New York, was little known personally or professionally to 
the great body of American scholars. He was a Hungarian by birth, about 
forty years of age, brought up in the Jewish schools. Quite early he con- 
ceived the idea of revising the much used Talmudic Arukh of Rabbi Nathan, 
which he found to contain many etymological errors and omissions. After 
studying with celebrated Orientalists in Germany he was called to be rabbi of 
the Temple Ahavath-Chesed (Brotherhood of Mercy) in New York City. He 
then, by the financial aid of friends, completed the publication of his work, in 
nine volumes of unpointed Hebrew. 

Much may be expected from the series of articles by Professor J. A. 
Beet, D.D., which begins in The Expositor for June. The subject is the New 
Testament Teaching on the Second Coming of Christ. His purpose is to 
reproduce the teaching of the various writers of the New Testament about 
Christ's second coming, noting the agreement and difference of different 
writers. Then to attempt to grasp the significance and estimate the value of 
this teaching, and to indicate its practical bearing on the spiritual life of men 
today. As to the nature of the second advent there is much diversity of 
opinion at present, and we may hope that Professor Beet, for whose scholar- 
ship and writings we have high admiration, will help us to a clearer under- 
standing of the doctrine and its practical import. 

Thirty years have now passed since the first part appeared of Tischen- 
dorfs Greek Testament, Editio octavo critica major. Twenty years ago the 
revered editor passed from his labors, and other scholars were called upon to 
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carry the work forward. Ten years ago the first part of the Prolegomena to 
the edition was issued by Professor Caspar Rene" Gregory, assisted by Dr. 
Ezra Abbot. And now the whole vast work is complete. It is Volume III, 
Pars Ultima (Leipzig : Hinrichs, pp. xii, 801-1428, M. 13^), which adds the 
final section to all that has, during an entire generation, gone before. No one 
who has not done work of a similar character can conceive of the labor, pains 
and learning involved in such a production. The sense of relief which the 
editors must feel can only be equaled by the sense of gratitude with which the 
public accepts the marvelous achievement. It will be, as the preceding parts 
of it already have become, the critical edition of the New Testament par 
excellence. 

The current announcements of the Cambridge University Press, repre- 
sented in this country by Messrs. Macmillan & Co., New York, include some 
books of interest to biblical scholars : an edition of the Syriac Gospels, trans- 
scribed by the late Professor Bensly, Mr. J. R. Harris, and Mr. F. C. Burkitt 
from the Manuscript discovered on Mount Sinai by Mrs. S. S. Lewis ; a series 
under the title of Studia Sinaitica, including a Catalogue of the Syriac Manu- 
scripts in the Convent of St. Catherine on Mount Sinai, compiled by Mrs. S. 
S. Lewis ; an Arabic version of certain of the Epistles from a manuscript in 
the same Convent, and a Catalogue of the Arabic Manuscripts in the same 
Convent, both edited by Mrs. Gibson ; an edition of Origen's Commentaries 
on St. John, by Mr. A. E. Brooke. The third and concluding volume of Dr. 
Swete's edition of the Septuagint is said to be at last finished. The Press will 
soon issue a pocket edition on India paper of Scrivener's Smaller Greek 
Testament with the Revisers' readings. The next publication in the series of 
Texts and Studies will be the Rules of Tyconius, by Mr. F. C. Burkitt. 

Perhaps it is pardonable that one begins to feel impatient because one 
does not hear of any new volume in the International Theological Library as 
soon to be ready. The three volumes already published, Dr. Driver's Intro- 
duction to the Literature of the Old Testament, Dr. Smyth's Christian Ethics, 
and Dr. Bruce's Apologetics, have established the reputation of the Series, so 
ably planned by Drs. Briggs and Salmond. There will be nothing better, 
indeed there will be, generally speaking, nothing so good, in the various lines 
touched upon, as these several contributions to theological literature. There- 
fore the impatience — it is two years since the last of the first three volumes 
was issued, and two years seems a long interval. One can but wonder which 
of the works prospectively announced will next be given to the waiting public. 
The list is as follows : The Theology of the Old Testament, by Professor A. B. 
Davidson, D.D., LL.D., of New College, Edinburgh ; An Introduction to the 
Literature of the New Testament, by Professor S. D. F. Salmond, D.D., of 
Free Church College, Aberdeen ; Contemporary History of the Old Testament, 
by Professor Francis Brown, D.D., of Union Theological Seminary, New 
York ; History of Christian Doctrine, by Professor G. P. Fisher, D.D., LL.D., 
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of Yale University, New Haven; Comparative Religion, by Principal A. M. 
Fairbairn, D.D., of Mansfield College, Oxford ; Philosophy of Religion, by 
Professor Robert Flint, D.D., LL.D., of the University of Edinburgh ; Christ- 
ian Institutions, by Professor A. V. G. Allen, D.D., of the Episcopal Theo- 
logical School, Cambridge, Mass. ; The Apostolic Church, by Professor A. C. 
McGiffert, Union Theological Seminary, New York City ; and a volume upon 
Symbolics was to have been written by the late Professor Philip Schaff, D.D., 
LL.D. 

The department of Books and Writers in the Sunday School Times for 
June 9 has a well-written review of the five principal Teachers' Bibles now 
upon the market. It is very important for people who purchase Bibles to 
know the characteristics of the various editions that may be had ; it is an 
erroneous idea that one copy of the Bible is as good as another, and that those 
which can be bought for a small sum will answer the purpose as well as the 
more expensive. It is undoubtedly true that the great and cheap stock of 
Bibles in the King James Version, which can be cheaply added to, retards the 
introduction of the much better Revised Version. It is a pity that the highest 
good of the public is so subordinated to the business thrift of Bible publishers. 
Of course both old and new versions are upon the market, and the purchaser 
may take his choice, but his choice is frequently determined by the cheaper 
price at which the old version can be procured. There is therefore a decided 
financial handicap upon the new version, in addition to the prejudice in favor 
of the old, which still is found among a certain class. The various excel- 
lencies and defects of the several editions of the Bible before the Times 
reviewer are quite fully set forth, and the general criticisms made against the 
entire class are pertinent. The large circulation of that paper makes it 
unnecessary to repeat them here. Only the hope may be expressed that 
something may result from this discussion of the subject. There is urgent 
demand for another edition of the Bible than any which we have at present, 
and if it were properly prepared and published all other editions would be 
thrown into the background. Whatever the minor features of this new edition 
might be, there are certain major features which would be essential to its suc- 
cess. First, the text must be that of the Version of 1881, with the readings 
of the American Committee incorporated into the text ; it is time to lay aside 
the Version of 161 1. Second, a revised set of marginal references must be 
introduced. Third, a revised chronology should be placed along the margin. 
Fourth, a new set of " Helps" should be added which will be in accord with 
the assured results of present biblical study, a thing partly done in the new 
Cambridge Companion to the Bible. Dr. Schaff, in the preface to the fourth 
edition of his Companion to the Greek Testament and Revised Version (New 
York, Harpers, 1891), promised that the American Revision Committee, as 
soon as the agreement with the University Presses of England should expire, 
would issue an edition approaching the one here suggested, and adds : " It is 
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hoped that the authorized American edition of the New Testament will appear 
in 1894 or 1895, with the American Appendix incorporated in the text, and 
with chapter headings, parallel passages, and other auxiliaries necessary for 
popular use." This would be well as far as the New Testament is concerned, 
but the plan does not include the Old Testament, and is therefore incomplete. 
Presumably there must still further time elapse before the "University 
Presses" will permit a more useful edition of the Revised Old Testament to 
be published. Surely the sale of Bibles is sufficiently large to make such 
financial precautions unnecessary, even if the public welfare at this point may- 
be disregarded by the publishers. But even the above-promised edition of 
the New Testament is now indefinitely put off. An inquiry to the Sunday 
School Times concerning it was referred to a member of the American Revis- 
ion Committee, who replied with these words : "The edition of the Revised 
New Testament to which Dr. Schaff referred has had much preparatory work 
put upon it, but nothing definite can be stated in regard to the publication of 
it. The death of Dr. Schaff will, for obvious reasons, cause delay ; and the 
few survivors of the American New Testament Company (only four in num- 
ber) are all thronged with other duties." But it is too important a matter to 
go by default. Cannot the original American New Testament Committee, 
now consisting of but four members, be enlarged by the appointment of a 
sufficient number of new members so that the preparation of this new edition 
of the Bible can be pushed forward with all speed, and the publication of it 
follow at the earliest possible date? The need and demand for this are clear 
and imperative. 



